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,ber, the fort at Fao, at the mouth of the Shatt-al-Arab,
was captured after a short struggle; on the 8th, the
16th Infantry Brigade disembarked on Turkish soil at
>Sanniya about two and a half miles above Abadan. On
the 9th, the G.O.C. 6th Indian Division (Major G-eneral
Barrett) together with his Headquarters Staff, the 18th Infan-
try Brigade and two squadrons of cavalry left India. General
Barrett arrived at the Shatt-al-Arab on the 13th, and received
definite orders from Army Headquarters that the objective of
his force was Basra, on which he was to advance forthwith,
if he felt his force was strong enough for the purpose. (It
is interesting to find that the selection of Basra as the objec-
tive of the expedition was not actually sanctioned by the
Cabinet nntil 20th November, three days after General Barrett
had begun his advance). General Barrett commenced oper-
ations by inflicting a severe defeat upon a force consisting of
about four thousand Turks and a thousand Arabs., with twelve
guns. The absence of aeroplanes and the shortage of cavalry
prevented Force " D " from keeping contact with the enemy,
and from realising the completeness of the victory. Conse-
quently, it was not until the 21st, after news that the Turks
had evacuated Basra and were retiring up the Tigris had
been received and confirmed, that the expedition began to
move forward to its objective. On this day, an advanced
detachment was embarked to move rapidly up the Shatt-al-
Arab, while the remainder of the force moved by march
route. The passage of the flotilla was considerably delayed
by obstacles which the Turks had placed in the river, and
it was not until 33nd November, at 0930 hours that the
advance detachment arrived, followed at noon by the main
body.
The Turks fled; the Arabs received General Barrett and
Ms force with enthusiasm; Basra, his objective, was in his
hands after a complete and apparently decisive victory over
the enemy's forces.
By the sudden and surprising appearance of British troops
on the Shatt-al-Arab on the very day that war was declared,
and by the rapidity with which the Turks had been over-
thrown,, the local Mohammedans were strongly impressed.
They realised that Great Britain had both the ability and the
will to strike, and to strike hard, in support of her Allies.
At Basra and throughout the delta of the Shatt-al-Arab the
brilliancy of the exploit—which lost nothing in the telling
in the bazaars—raised British prestige high. The Arabs
welcomed us, and reported eagerly that all Turks south of

